
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Published by the College of Teacher Education, Cagayan State University-Aparri 

Campus 

 

 

Journal of Education 

A Faculty Research Journal of the College of Teacher Education 

 

© Journal of Education 2020 

 

This Journal is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception  

no reproduction of any part may take place without the 

written permission of the Journal of Education’s Editorial Board 

 

No unauthorized photocopying. 

 

All rights reserved. No part of this journal may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 

system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 

photocopying or otherwise, without the prior permission of the College of Teacher 

Education Research and Development Office of Cagayan State University Aparri 

Campus.  

 

arlenetalosa@csu.edu.ph 

Chief Editor 

 

nargloricutanes@csu.edu.ph 

Associate Production Editor 

 

markjhontamanu@csu.edu.ph 

Copy-editor 

 

 

ISSN: 2782-9103 

Volume 1. Issue 1. June  2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:arlenetalosa@csu.edu.ph
mailto:nargloricutanes@csu.edu.ph
mailto:markjhontamanu@csu.edu.ph


EDITORIAL BOARD 

 

ARLENE D. TALOSA, MA 

Chief Editor 

 

NARGLORIC C. UTANES, MA 

Associate Production Editor 

 

 

MA. ANGELITA S. RABANAL, PHD 

 

  

MARITES U. SY, PHD 

 

MARISSA P. LACAMBRA, PHD 

 

  

SHAILANIE V. RIVERA, PHD 

 

MARITES C. PASCUA, PHD 

 

  

JOSEPH B. SY 

 

KELVHEEN JEZRYL CARINO, PHD 

 

  

LORAIN A. MARCOS, MA 

 

 

JASMIN JOY M. SUMER 

  

MINERVA M. GALABAY 

 

 

JOCELYN K. DABBAY 

 

  

IRISH KEITH VILLANUEVA 

 

VANESSA LAGUMAY 

  

 

MARK JOHN M. TAMANU, PhD 

Copy-editor 

 

ROLLY A. ACIDERA, PhD 

LENIMFA P. MOLINA, PhD 

SIMEON R. RABANAL, JR, PhD 

Consultants 

 

Copyright © 2020 by College of Teacher Education Research and Development Office 

Cagayan State University 

 
All rights reserved. 

 



FOREWORD 

The first copyrighted issue of The Journal of Education presents approaches in 

teaching education students, macro skills, language competencies and 

linguistics.  

Discourse never grows out of interest. The collaborative study of Rolly A. Acidera 

and Mark John M. Tamanu on Written Discourse Performance of ESL Tertiary 

Students in a State Institution in Cagayan found that there is a dire need among 

tertiary language teachers to coarse communicative strategies such as task- 

based, genre – oriented approach to teaching writing to enhance the written 

communication skill of ESL students.  

With students as digital natives of the 21st century education, Jasmin Joy M. Sumer 

and Lorrain P. Abuyuan embarked on the morphological processes of millennial 

language used by the Digital Natives and investigated the purpose of use and 

extent of usage of students of the said language. It has been found that the 

morphological processes used on the millennial slangs are acronyms, blending, 

clipping, coinage, derivations, compound nouns, back-formation and 

borrowings   moreover, the purpose for adoption that were revealed include 

wanting to belong to the trend, to communicate easier, to put themselves in tune 

with others, to induce friendliness, to avoid seriousness and conventions, to be 

different and to confuse.  

On educational practice, the study of Arlene D. Talosa, Diana Grace C. Licopit, 

Kimberly A. Macadangdang, Nargloric C. Utanes and Antonio Cabalbag looked 

d into the awareness of internal and external stakeholders on the CSU Vision and 

Mission and the attainability of the Graduate program outcomes. The research 

study provided valuable inputs for curriculum designers, educators, and 

administrators towards a relevant, intensified and COVID responsive 

dissemination strategies, curriculum input for research capability for students and 

further research 

Finally, the study embarked by Jasmin Joy M. Sumer on the practice of Conyo 

language and reasons of adoption calls for pedagogical intervention towards 

the acceptance of coño language as a common student practice to aid 

language proficiency.  

 

The Editors 
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ABSTRACT 

 
The present study attempts to investigate the challenges impeding the quality written discourse 

of ESL tertiary students. Specifically, the study determined the overall quality of the ESL students 

discourse along contents, organization, mechanics and language use and the challenges 

reflected in their outputs using error analysis.  Forty randomly selected essays written by freshmen 

learners from the Bachelor of Secondary Education major in Science (BSED-Science) and Bachelor 

of Elementary Education (BEED) who are currently enrolled in the subject, purposive 

communication served as the corpus for analysis. All of the errors in these essays were identified, 

classified into different categorizations and quantified.   Findings revealed that as to the criterion 

using the script transcript evaluation, most of the ESL tertiary students exhibited satisfactory 

performance in content and organization and very satisfactory performance in mechanics and 

language use.  Digging further, the students noted incidences of linguistic challenges which 

include morphological difficulties, lexical difficulties, syntactic difficulties and discourse difficulties. 

Considering the results elicited from the content and error analyses, there is a dire need among 

tertiary language teachers to conduct explicit instruction on the difficulties challenging the 

students and coarse communicative strategies such as task- based, genre – oriented approach 

to teaching writing to enhance their written communication skill. 

 

Keywords: Difficulties, Written Discourse, ESL Tertiary Students, Writing Performance 

 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The complexity of language and the linguistic process has considerably 

attracted linguists’ interests over the years. Internationally, students’ language 

learning of English, being the international language is of growing interest to 

researchers around the globe since the ability to write effectively in English is 

becoming increasingly important in the global community as communication 

mailto:rollyacidera@csu.edu.ph
mailto:markjhontamanu@csu.edu.ph
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across language becomes even more essential. In fact, in the Philippine setting 

alone, a great emphasis has been regarded to writing since the introduction of 

the teaching and learning of English as a Second Language (ESL) in the country.  

The integration of ESL aims at enhancing learners’ general English 

competence. The K to 12 curriculum offered different subjects that sought to 

enhance learners’ competence as to language communication skills, such as 

academic writing leaving the 'purposive communication' as the lone general 

education course among higher education institutions. Yet even in this 

intervention, tertiary teachers often observe the poor quality of written discourse 

crafted by students as they are challenged with roadblocks and difficulties in their 

written discourses. Filipinos as second language learners have been studying 

English writing for more than a decade yet the big alarming question lies on the 

query as to where are ESL tertiary students now considering that written skill is still 

a major challenge for them. 

 Writing academic discourse engages a writer to undertake well-defined 

processes where he or she has to observe crucial characteristics such as 

language norms, rules and stylistic conventions thereby relying on to his or her fine 

motor functions, visual-motor planning, attention, sequencing, thinking, memory, 

and syntactic, semantic and lexical knowledge. Despite curricular interventions 

in the curricular framework offered to improve academic essay writing 

opportunities among students, it has been observed that students’ academic 

writing performance remains to be deficient. The study of Wang (2004) proved so 

this claim having noted that teachers observe that students’ compositions remain 

non-idiomatic, poorly organized, and grammatically awkward.  Students were 

noted to incur errors on the aspects of objective academic writing. The error 

mechanism of all kinds of written work (composition, translation, summary) has 

been the problem of foreign / second teachers, particularly the inexperienced. 

This unpleasant circumstance is due to partly to the alarming number of errors 

their students’ make, regardless of the reason either through failure to learn or 

through careless, slipshod writing. A global call in the academe now calls on 

equipping learners with good writing skills is important pedagogical concern. 

Hence, language teachers need to identify the writing problems of students to 

figure out ways to improve their writing skill. This is especially true as English writing 

brings students benefit not only for language learning, but for life-long endeavors 

such as careers.  

Grounded on this, there is an imminent need to address the writing 

difficulties of students in written discourse to work on areas or processes where 

they are deficient. Aware that errors are significant data for syllabus designers 

and curriculum planners to decide what items are important to be included or 

which items need to be recycled in the syllabus, and what remedial materials/ 

programs can be constructed that are significant to the needs of the students, 

and that can enhance their communicative abilities especially in writing, English 

learners’ errors has to be analyzed carefully and skillfully because these errors 
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show the acquisition and process of learning a language. The learners' errors are 

very important as it provides significant “insight into how far a learner has 

progressed in acquiring a language and showing how much more an ESL learner 

needs to learn” hence, giving equal feedback on the learners’ learning and the 

teachers’ teaching to address the gap. While many researches have already 

focused on writing, this study focuses its analysis on the assessment of tertiary 

students’ quality written discourse as the first products of the Senior High School 

program in the Philippines where most of the English language subjects were 

learned. 

 

Research Questions.  This study generally aimed to determine the written 

discourse performance of the tertiary ESL students using error analysis and content 

analysis. This research therefore is grounded with the subsequent research question: 

1. What is the written discourse performance of ESL students along the following 

standards: 

a. Contents  

b. Organization 

c. Mechanics 

d. Language Use 

2. What are the common errors committed by the ESL students that impede the 

quality of their written discourses along the following levels: 

a. Morphological 

b. Lexical 

c. Syntactical 

d. Discourse 

 

 

II. METHODS 

 

Research Design.  The study made use of the quantitative-qualitative 

research designs as it focused on determining the the written discourse 

performance of the tertiary ESL students using error analysis and content analysis. 

On, the quantitative part, descriptive was used as the study determines the quality 

of the written discourses based on the given standards which include content, 

organization, mechanics and language use. Qualitative on the other hand was 

employed since the study determined the difficulties incurred in the students written 

discourse employing content and error analyses. Crystal's (1999) cited by Bain, 2006 

defines error analysis as a technique for identifying, classifying and systematically 

interpreting the unacceptable forms produced by someone learning a foreign or a 

second language, using any of the principles and procedures provided by 

linguistics. Errors are considerably assumed to reflect, in a systematic way the level 

of language competence achieved by a learner.  They are contrasted with 
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"mistakes," which are performance limitations that a learner would be able to 

correct.   

Sources of Study.  Forty randomly selected written discourses written by the 

first year Bachelor of Secondary Education major in Science (BSED-Sci) and 

Bachelor of Elementary Education (BEED) students of the Cagayan State 

University at Aparri campus enrolled on the General Education Subject serves as 

corpus subjects for analysis. Such sources from the BSED and BEED students 

because while they teach science and general education, they still use English. 

This is especially true as they are promising teachers who are expected to 

translate quality writing competency as would be teachers. The subjects for 

corpus were those from students who acquiesced to give their voluntary 

participation and informed consent that their writings be used for the analysis. 

Confidentiality of the corpus was protected as the corpus did not disclose the 

personal identity of the participant.  

Data Gathering Procedure.  Students were asked to write descriptive genre 

of academic text on the topic, “The role of Globalization to language and 

Communication” which is a part of the academic discipline’s “Purposive 

Communication” learning content. A standard criterion was used for the analysis 

of their discourses.  Each criterion has set of descriptors that show difficulties in 

writing academic essay. In consideration to the conformity of the standard of the 

Cognitive Writing Theory that writing academic essay is a process-oriented skill, 

which considers different writing categories,  criteria included for the analysis are 

content, organization, mechanics, and language use.  The criteria on content/ 

ideas looks into the treatment of the topic, variety of ideas, interpretation of the 

topic, relevance, accuracy of details and purpose of writing. Organization 

assesses the fluency of expression, statement and support of ideas, appropriate 

paragraphing, effective essay parts, coherence and cohesion. Mechanics 

referred to the usage of correct punctuation, correct spellings and contractions. 

Moreover, language Use focuses on the pool of vocabulary, accuracy of word 

choice and usage, and appropriateness of words to match register. The 

researcher personally analyzed and evaluated the corpora elicited. The study 

commenced from February to May, 2019. 

Data Analysis.  The performance of the students in their writing discourse was 

analyzed using the four standards (content, organization, mechanics and 

language use). the written discourse were rated using the 4 point likert scale, 

outstanding, very satisfactory, satisfactory and needs improvement. After data 

collection of the corpus, the following steps were followed for the error analysis 

Error Identification.  The first step conducted is on error identification. Each of 

the corpus was examined word per word and sentence by sentence. The 

researcher generated the coding categories based on all writing samples.   

Error classification. Having identified the errors incurred in the corpus,  the 

identified errors were classified into categories either as morphological, lexical, 
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syntactical or discourse challenges.  All errors were underlined and labeled 

under each classification .  

Error Quantification. The errors labeled , identified , and classified were 

counted by their frequency from each classification   to examine the 

occurrence 

The researchers and the interrater both rated the written discourses separately 

and meet a week after for the validation of the results.  

Limitation of the Study.  One limitation of the study is its genre. The study only 

limited its analysis on the use of descriptive texts.  Analysis of corpuses might 

yielded more conclusive forms of errors if it involved multiple types of text genres.  

Statistical Tools.  Frequency and percentage distribution in identifying the 

difficulties of ESL tertiary students in written discourse.  

Intercoding and Inter-rater reliability.  Having understood the need and 

importance for inter-coder in coding the corpus for analysis. The inter-coder is a 

Ph.D degree both in educational management and language education with 22 

years of service as language teacher handling linguistics and structure of English 

and other language related subjects.  Presently, the intercoder is the Campus 

coordinator for instruction in the same University and holds Professor-I plantilla 

position. The 40 corpus were handed to the intercoder. Each independently 

reviewed writing samples for common categories. The two authors then met to 

present interpretations and arrive at a shared understanding of the coding. 

Categories were compared for similarities, differences, and connections. Once 

the categories had been re-examined, the data were presented and clustered 

into common units of meaning or themes.  

 

 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Quality Written Discourse 

 

Data presented in table 1 indicates the quality of the written discourse of 

the students in terms of content, organization, mechanics, and language use and 

their overall quality using the standardized rubric in evaluating academic essays 

based from the set criteria developed by Pablo J. & Lasaten R (2018).  

As to content, from the 40 corpus, 18 or 45 percent of them As regards 

content and ideas, 18 (45%) of the students got a score of 2, which has a 

descriptive rating of satisfactory, followed by 13 (32.5%) who obtained a score of 

3, with a descriptive rating of very satisfactory, and 6 (15%) were marked with a 

score of 1, with a descriptive rating of needs improvement and 3 (7.5) obtained 

a score of 4 which is outstanding in descriptive rating.  Most of students’ essays 

lack clear and complete explanations. This leads confusion among readers for 

they still have to think hard to understand ideas, logic, or organization.  
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In terms of organization, 15 (37.5%) students obtained a score of 2, which 

has a descriptive rating of satisfactory, followed by 11 (27.4%) who got a score of 

2 and 1, with a descriptive rating of very satisfactory and needs improvement 

respectively while 3 or 7.5% obtained 4 or outstanding.The details conveyed in the 

students’ essays are difficult to follow due to poor logical sequencing of ideas. 

Also, most of the students’ essays disregard the value of cohesion and coherence. 

When an essay utilizes poor structure, the essay itself becomes incoherent and 

unreadable.  

 

Table 1. Quality of the ESL students written discourse 

Criteria Rating for Quality Frequency (n=40) Percentage 

Content Outstanding 3 7.5 

Very Satisfactory 13 32.5 

Satisfactory 18 45 

Needs Improvement 6 15 

Organization Outstanding 3 7.5 

Very Satisfactory 11 27.5 

Satisfactory 15 37.5 

Needs Improvement 11 27.5 

Mechanics Outstanding 10 25 

Very Satisfactory 13 32.5 

Satisfactory 12 30 

Needs Improvement 8 20 

Language Use Outstanding 4 10 

Very Satisfactory 11 27.5 

Satisfactory 10 25 

Needs Improvement 8 20 

 

Meanwhile, as to mechanics, 13 (32.5%) obtained very satisfactory rating 

while 12 (30) percent got satisfactory score while 10 (25%) obtained a score of 

outstanding followed by 8 (205) who needs improvement. Evident on the 

discourses of the students are their recurrent problems as to spellings.  

It can also be noted from the table that in terms of language use, 11 (275%) 

students gained a score of 3, with a descriptive rating of very satisfactory, 

followed by 10 (25%) who got a score of 2, which has a descriptive rating of 

satisfactory. Moreover, 8 (20%) students were given a score of 1 having a 

descriptive rating of needs improvement, and 4 (10%) scored 4, which has a 

descriptive rating of outstanding.  
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Difficulties of ESL Tertiary students written compositions 

 

Results of the error analysis revealed that there were noted difficulties on 

the students’ written composition. These difficulties generally included four major 

linguistic categories which involved morphological difficulties, lexical difficulties, 

syntactical difficulties and discourse difficulties.   

 

A. Morphological Challenges 

Error analysis of the corpus revealed that students incurred sixteen (17) 

incidences of wrong spelling, (4) wrong use of capitalization and (1) contraction. 

Morphological errors mainly involve misspelling, and errors of capitalization and 

punctuation.  

(1)Language is the key for the success of a business, it is very important when 

you plan en having a business in the other country. (2). The key to have a good 

camaradery  (camaraderie) is respect, learn and understand each other. (3). 

we all know that language role is to constract (construct) a communication to 

one another. (4) If people from two countries try to speak with one another, 

mis-communication may occur because their languange (language) varies. 

(5) Globalization can help is understand individuals from forein (foreign) lands. 

(6) The effectiveness of a good communication depends on, how you 

construct idea, how you articulate words and mostly how you send it, without 

the pressence (presence) of bias. (7) Globalization now a days (nowadays) 

this issue is a very well known to us as a filipino citizens because they make the 

english language as our primary or secondary language in communicating to 

other in order for us to be a globalized just like other countries in the whole 

world. (8) Korean schools does not integrate English as a subject That’s why the 

rate of English Profficiency (proficiency) of this country is low and the like with 

other countries who does not accept English as to be a subject (9) Because I 

belive (believe) that when we speak, and the audience don’t understand the 

topic, it is useless. (10) Globalization in language helps us to (too). (11) We are 

human being by communicate with other and to understand together and to 

have an peaceful understanding and dicipline. (12) We can be more 

processive and more compitent (13) Language is the best way in order for us 

to become globally competitive without the language perhabs everything 

wouldn’t be progress. (14) There for, you may share your knowledge, ideas in 

others. (15) For instant, we Filipinos use the hand gesture in calling the dog and 

(16) Lets be openminded enough to avoid misconceptions and problems to 

be encounter and Globalization now a days this issue is a very well known to 

us as a filipino citizens because they make the english language as our primary 

or secondary language in communicating to other in order for us to be a 

globalized just like other countries in the whole world. 

It could be inferred based from the verbatims that students drop or add 

letter/s which cause the misspellings. While the present study did not look into the 
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factor that affects such, one answer could be their phonemic association in their 

memory while writing. Appearing on the different corpuses are misspellings on 

“and, camaraderie, construct, language, foreign, presence, nowadays, 

proficiency, believe, too, discipline, competent, perhaps, therefore, instance and 

open-minded which is supposed to be hyphenated. Spelling which is the art of 

correctly assembling words from their letters, is one of the essential components 

of successful writing. This difficulty with written language conventions can 

negatively impact on the overall quality of writing. 

The analysis also revealed repeated occurrence of wrong capitalization of 

the word English in lowercase. As English is a proper noun, it must always starts in 

Capital letter wherever the part is in a structure. English from the corpus below 

incurred four times in three different sentences of Corpus 3 and Corpus 5 and 

Corpus 9.  

(1) Chinese can talk /communicate to Taiwanese through english and other 

bloods of a country can communicate with each other because of english.; 

and (2) we have our universal language which is english and (3) Globalization 

now a days this issue is a very well known to us as a filipino citizens because 

they make the english language as our primary or secondary language in 

communicating to other in order for us to be a globalized just like other 

countries in the whole world.  

 

Similarly, the quantifying adjective in the utterance “Globalization aims to 

connect countries effectively to create One goal and Unity” is also capitalized as 

adjectives in the mid-sentence complementing a noun does not need to be 

capitalized.   

Meanwhile, noted in one of the corpuses is the incidence of incorrect 

contraction of “Let us” with “Lets”. “Lets be open-minded enough to avoid 

misconceptions and problems to be encounter” 

 

B. Lexical Challenges 

Analysis of the different corpus also revealed occurrence of challenges 

along lexical difficulty. The following are the 17 sentences lifted from the corpuses 

subjected for analysis indicating wrong use of word.  Lexical errors in this study 

mainly refer to the semantic or conceptual errors in lexis. It mainly involves mis-use 

of words as quoted below: 

(1) But if you do that in some country they have differ (different) meaning on it 

and it’s a negative one. (2) The role of globalization is to make (to build) unity. 

How can globalization effects (affects) language? (3) Language create 

relations of every someone (person) in a group. (4) We can be more 

processive (comprehensive) and more compitent (5) Are you familiarize 

(familiar) in the role of globalization in language? (6) Language also could 

help to upbring the behind scenes such as the poor countries. (7) When the 

people in the country across (crosses) the other country (8) when language 
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suited in globalization (becomes globalized), it means there is a growth and 

power to influence every nation throughout all the way (omission of all the 

way).  (9) This is where we could able to impart our throroughly (thorough) 

knowledge to others. (10) The only way for us to be able to be globalize is to 

have a knowledge or to be well knowledge (well-knowledgeable) about 

different terms that they are using. (11) We encounter (deal with) many of the 

other people which have their own language (12) the things what  (that) we 

encounter is a part of globalization. (13) If you are given the chance to 

encounter (converse) with people who have a different languages to 

speaking. (14) We can be more socialize (sociable) to other (15) Globalization 

is a language diversity it is because of having a uniqueness and differences. 

(16) Globalization in language makes everyone to interact once another 

provide betterness of everybody by the use of language. (17) If in Korea, a sign 

of nodding signs of (symbolizes) respect. 

 

Writing academic written discourse requires appropriate academic 

vocabulary  considering its objectivity necessitates lexical richness, or the ability 

to use an appropriate proportion of high frequency and academic words.  

Evident on the corpuses analyzed are problems with words. Thus, it is suggested 

that ESL students use words or academic vocabularies according to how they 

function in the sentence. While, command of second language vocabulary 

poses a real challenge, learners should be familiar with certain lexis spoken or 

written form from knowing its synonyms, grammatical functions and other 

characteristics as well as knowing how to use it appropriately since the 

vocabulary of a language is sensitive to a wide range of co-textual and 

contextual considerations.  

 

C. Syntactic Challenge 

Syntactical errors in this study include errors in the use of structure words 

including articles, prepositions, conjunctions, auxiliary verb “be” and pronouns, 

errors in sentence structure and errors in tense, voice and mood. The excerpts 

below show the challenges of the ESL tertiary students on subject-verb structural 

agreements: 

(1) Different countries have different languages and these different languages 

affects globalization (2) It translate(s) the feelings and ideas of a person, so 

that the transmitter and receiver may have a good communication (3) We 

are living in a world where there is a vast difference(s) of language, culture, 

beliefs and etc. (4) Communication is a two way process in which 

participant(s) not only exchange ideas, feelings but to reach a common goal. 

(5) Each country have their own specific language (s) (6) there’s might be a 

advantages or disadvantages of this globalization. (7) we all know that if we 

are talk about Globalization is ask “The whole”. (8) Can a manager manage 

his or her company without communicating the employee/ stafff? (9) 
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Language create relations of every someone in a group (10) But one thing we 

have to remember (is) that we also have limitations of uttering or saying words 

to someone.  (11) Languages is one of the factor to transmit information from 

one person to another.  (12) Some of us using a different language. (13) By the 

help of those who are professionals in our society we are educate to 

understand them because we are one in this world. (14) Some is the role of 

globalization in language.  (15) You also be a globally competitors (16) A good 

communicators is to embraced and accept the reality in life. (17) We all known 

that communication are everywhere and anywhere.  (18) We must also known 

the language of other countries in order to us to reaching a mutual 

misunderstanding. (19) Communication also is a process in which we are 

exhange ideas, feelings and information. (20) How can we communicate if we 

do not known about communication? (21) A good communication it is also 

fullfil the confidence of a human being if we are engage ourself. (22) 

Language is the soul of every human beings. (23) You cant express freely what 

is your saying because you are not good in constructing a sentence. (24) We 

need to respect others if their language is we don’t know, don’t judge (25) So 

without language, what is communication or there is no possibility that 

communication exist if we don’t have language and (26)We are not only talk 

about the globalization in our country but it is also in language, it is very 

important.  

Noted on the different excerpts are the difficulties of the students to marry 

their subjects with their verbs in 26 occurrences. The students as revealed have 

insufficient knowledge on sentence constructions. Likewise, they commit frequent 

errors on grammar particularly on subject-verb agreement. Further, the meaning 

expressed in their sentences is vague or sometimes obscured. Indeed, the study 

proves that poor grammar is the major reason why students fail to write an 

effective written discourse. 

Moreover, instances as to (15)  verb tenses were also evident on their 

discourses as revealed below having incurred for 15 times. Tense is a systematic 

structure to describe different forms of verbs that showed the time of action. 

Confusion as to use of have or has, and main verbs for do, did, does, the ESL 

learners violate the Emphatic verbs rule that it must be followed by a simple form 

of a verb.  

1. Through globalization, language is develop and language develop 

globalization (2) Everyone of us will also experiencing this situations. (3) The 

other speaker will not also got the point of conversations. (4)There is a 

possibilities that the conversation will not going to be good. (5)As time goes 

by, whatever language that you will be encounter, there is a possibility that 

you can adapted it.  (6) Globalization is the things happened on our daily life 

in around the world.  (7) Everyone of us will also experiencing this situations. (8) 

Korean schools does not integrate English as a subject That’s why the rate of 

English Profficiency of this country is low and the like with other countries who 
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does not accept English as to be a subject (9) Because I belive that when we 

speak, and the audience don’t understand the topic, it is useless. (10)  When 

language suited in globalization, it means there is a growth and power to 

influence every nation throughout all the way. (11) We are learning to 

communicate with people who has a different languages. (12) Consider 

every situation what ever the culture or language that other people (use) (13) 

How does it impacts to communication?(14) Lets be openminded enough to 

avoid misconceptions and problems to be encounter and (15) There is a 

possibility that you or we can adapted it by communicating.  

 

The different ESL discourses analyzed also revealed syntactic difficulty 

along pronoun-antecedent agreement with 7 frequencies.  

1. first, I need to discuss about the topic and its meaning about the so called 

“Globalization, the language and communication, Second, It’s impact of the 

Globalization and Language and Communication. (2) As a citizen of one of the 

country which is being globalized, I might say that there’s a lot of impact of 

globalization to language and communication. (3) It is also a need to know what 

is the role of globalization in language so that we know the thoughts and feelings 

of someone.  (4) Without globalization I think, we don’t have the reason to 

communicate others. (5) Can a manager manage his or her company without 

communicating the employee/ staff? (6) And also we are in the modern world 

we can use technology for us to easier our communication and (7) The 

globalization role in language is how can we communicate to other like how can 

we present our self to others. 

There were also four instances of wrong use of determiner.  

1. I refer globalization as a culture, traditions or belief of a one place (2) Can a 

manager manage his or her company without communicating the employee/ 

stafff? (3) An flat is an apartment to americans (4) If you are given the chance 

to encounter with people who have a different languages to speaking. (5) We 

are human being by communicate with other and to understand together 

and to have an peaceful understanding and discipline. 

 

 

D. Discourse Difficulties 

Compared with the linguistic errors which are relatively explicit and can be 

identified easily, there are still some errors which are covert and difficult to identify 

and are commonly reflected in idea production and organization of the writings. 

These errors are categorized in the name of discourse errors.  

Content formation.  One of the most frequent difficulties of students in 

writing academic essays is the inadequate variety of ideas or arguments. This 

difficulty is caused by the absence of a well-defined thesis statement hence, 

students have to write first a thesis statement so that they can further elaborate 

the topic and provide various ideas in order to produce an effective academic 
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essay. Problem on inadequate treatment of topic was evident on 24 corpora 

(those from satisfactory and needs improvement). This means that the topics 

assigned to the students were not fully elaborated in their writings. They tend to 

just place any pieces of information available without checking the relevance of 

these details in reference to the topic given.  

Organization.  It can be also observed that the students’ writings have no 

sense of logical sequence of ideas and details, as this difficulty recurred from 11 

corpus out of 40. Many of the students’ essays disregard the rule of coherence. 

Most students are aware of the importance of coherence in writing academic 

essays, yet they find it quite difficult to achieve Wenyu, 2008. It is then implied that 

in order for students to observe coherence in their essays, they have to prepare 

an outline to see the relationship of one paragraph to the next paragraph.  Writing 

an academic written discourse must have a logical structure, Sentences that 

express different ideas and details must have connection with each other. Hence, 

the ideas expressed in sentences must be related. Notably, lack of fluent 

expression is affected by the incorrect structure of the sentences and the 

connection of the ideas expressed in the paragraph.  This difficulty conforms to 

the result of the study of Dalsky (2007) where he found that students have trouble 

in writing their ideas clearly.  

Pedagogical Implication.  Considering the results elicited from the content 

and error analyses, there is a dire need among tertiary language teachers to 

coarse communicative strategies such as task- based, genre – oriented 

approach to teaching writing to enhance the written communication skill of ESL 

students. The findings manifest a negative evaluation of the quality of the 

language curriculum of the K to 12 system where most language subjects such as 

English for Academic and Professional Purposes (EAPP), Creative Writing, 

Research in Daily Life, and Practical Research for the purpose of improving their 

language competence. While the subject purposive communication is the only 

General Education course, it might be worthwhile to reconsider the offering of 

DepEd SHS of the functional English as a bridging program to address the 

students’ challenges in writing since their ultimate role is on the preparation of 

students in college.  Further, when deciding to give students feedback about the 

effects of their errors they made, teachers should take some techniques and 

procedures that need to be designed and tested.  

 

 

 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

 

In the light of the following findings, the present study concluded that majority of 

the Tertiary ESL Students were found to exhibit very satisfactory both in the 

standards of content and organization and are satisfactory on mechanics and 
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language use. The students are mostly challenged on the levels of syntax 

especially along subject and verb agreement, appropriate use of lexis and 

spelling along morphological level. More so, the students also displayed difficulty 

in writing discourse along content/ idea formation and Organization.  

 

Recommendations 

1. Tertiary ESL students should be given more writing task like assignments and 

reports on a particular topic or themes so they would get more opportunity 

to practice writing. 

2. Remedial materials/ programs that are important to the needs of the 

students and that can improve their communicative competence 

especially in writing should be designed by language teachers. 

3. It might be worthwhile for future researchers to make a systemic contrastive 

analysis of the fourth year students and the incoming first year students to 

see point of similarities and difference on academic writing from the old 

curriculum with those who underwent SHS intervention.  

4. Future research might also include analysis of error mechanisms applied in 

the rectification of the different challenges incurred.  
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ABSTRACT 
 
This study generally aimed to investigate the millennial language used by the digital natives. It also 

determined the morphological processes of millennial language used by the Digital Natives and 

investigated the purpose of use and extent of usage of students of the said language. Freshmen 

students of Cagayan State University were utilized as the participants of the study. Millennial slangs 

were only limited to millennial words in English commonly used by millennials in conversational 

contexts. The data that were collected from Focused Group Discussions were categorized and 

analyzed to determine the morphological processes used by using the method of analysis utilized 

by Bernardo (2007) and Bautista (2007). Findings revealed that the morphological processes used 

on the millennial slangs of the utilized digital natives are acronyms, blending, clipping, coinage, 

derivations, compound nouns, back-formation and borrowings   moreover, the purpose for 

adoption that were revealed include wanting to belong to the trend, to communicate easier, to 

put themselves in tune with others, to induce friendliness, to avoid seriousness and conventions, to 

be different and to confuse. More so, the digital natives mostly do not use the language in their 

English academic writing however, there were those who reported that they use such language 

for some time. 

 
Keywords: Morphological Processes, Millennial slangs, Digital natives, Adaption 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

To obtain maximum understanding in a speaking engagement, one has to 

be familiar with the language of the person he or she communicates with. This 

holds true with the fact that all communication is context bound and messages 

are communicated between and among people who know each other’s lingos. 

This view is grounded with the Sociolinguistics. Sociolinguistics   is the branch of 

linguistics which studies the relation between language and society. 

Sociolinguistics also discusses the variation in language or variation within speech 

communities. One variation in sociolinguistics is slang. Slang according to 
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Sanjaya, D (2010) is the nonstandard or non-dialectal use of words in a language 

of a particular social group and sometimes the creation of new words or 

importation of words from another language. This study focuses on Millennials 

slang adopted by the digital natives’ generation who continuously made diversity 

in language meaning with the millennial slangs they developed. 

In the Philippine setting as per based on COMELEC’s voters’ data in 2015, 

there are approximately 28 million with a median age of 23 millennials. Literatures 

suggest that millennials are described as social-media dependent. It cannot be 

rebutted that millennials are taking advantage of smartphone technology and 

internet access as they take on their journey to reaching their full potential.  

Seventy-five percent say they go online to look for information, 66 percent form 

decisions online by using Search, and 57 percent watch online videos to learn 

something new. The social media has become the world’s largest virtual 

communities. While language is creative in nature, millennial slangs serve an 

important function in the evolution of language by providing a creative avenue 

to test new expressions. As social media dependents, various lexical variants such 

as odd acronyms and abbreviations have been infused into everyday 

communication. In fact, Astrero (2017) emphasized in her study that Social media 

seem to disperse words, and people seem to become tolerant of the neologism 

spreading as a result of the coined, clipped, compounded, abbreviated, and the 

‘invented lingo’ 

In the academic setting, teachers deal with students of all ages who are 

now technologically-smart. While there have been researches on the field of 

these slangs, few studies had dealt on determining the morphology of these 

millennial slangs. Hence, this study was embarked. 

 

Research Questions.  This paper highlighted the morphology of millennial 

slangs utilized by the digital natives of the College of Teacher Education at 

Cagayan State University for the school year 2018-2019. 

Specifically, it aimed to answer the following questions: 

1. What are the morphological processes used on the millennial languages 

commonly used? 

2. What are the underlying purposes in the use of such language? 

3. How often do the students use slang terms in their academic writing? 

 

 

II. METHODOLOGY 

 

The descriptive method of research was employed in the study.  The study 

determined the morphological processes and purpose adoption of the millennial 

slangs used by the digital natives of CTE.  The first year English major students were 

utilized as participants of the Study. 

http://www.bu.edu/mfeldman/Slang/
http://www.bu.edu/mfeldman/Slang/
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The main tool which was used in gathering the data is an interview and 

focused-group discussion. While the interview of millennial words is quite 

challenging, the researcher asked the students to list instead the most used 

millennial slangs that they know in the field notes. The slangs were only limited to 

English terms. After which students were asked why they use such language.  The 

data that were obtained were computed through frequency counts and 

percentage distribution. Moreover, students were also found as to their extent of 

usage of the millennial language through the five point likert scale: always, often, 

sometimes, seldom and never. 

 

 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Morphological processes used by CTE Digital Natives 

 

Table 1 shows the total frequency and percentage distribution of 

morphological processes used by CTE digital natives. The table shows eight 

categories of morphological processes. Acronym tops the morphological 

processes as concretized by the frequency of 35 or 53.7 percent total amounts of 

slang words.  The 35 millennial acronyms  used by the CSUA digital natives are as 

follows: TY (Thank You) and GC (Group Chat); OL ( On Line), LSM (Long Sweet 

Message), OTW (On The Way ), PM (Private Message ), ATM ( At The Moment), 

GM (Group Message ), OMG (Oh My God ); ILY (I love You) and CTTO ( Credit To 

The Owner); LOL (Laugh Out Loud); OOTD (Outfit of the Day); MBTC (More 

Birthdays To Come); IDK (I Don’t Know);  LSS (Last Song Syndrome) and RT (Real 

Talk);  FFTB (Fresh From The Bath); JGH (Just Got Home);  NBSB (No Boyfriend Since 

Birth); TBT (Throw Back Thursday); BTY (Back To You); MU (Mutual Understanding); 

TGIF (Thank God Its Friday); SNS (Sorry Not Sorry); LQ (Love Quarrel);  MIA (Missing 

In Action); BTM (Back to Me); BAE (Before Anything Else); NM (Never Mind); F.O 

(Friendship Over), FTW (For The Win); MOO (My One and Only); OTG (On The Go); 

and SLR (Sorry Late Reply). Acronym is the word process which is formed from the 

initial letters or a set of orders. Acronyms are aimed at initial letters of words which 

can be pronounced either as sequences of letters (also called alphabetisms or 

initialisms. The main aim of abbreviation is economy of language. 

The next morphological process next to acronym is borrowings with 13 or 

15.9 percent. Forms of borrowings were categorized into four themes which 

include names, programs, gay language and expressions. Along names of 

persons, berna, mildred and oppa are slangs used by the CTEans Digital Natives. 

Berna suggests impulsiveness and Mildred is denotative of a girl. Oppa is now also 

largey used suggestive of a handsome man and brand name Gucci is reflective 

of the meaning, expensive.  More so, borrowed terms from TV programs were also 

evident, KMJS is used as a slang to make someone famous and MMK is used as a 

slang verb of emotional/ dramatic. Gay language such as bet and perfect 
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representative of like and good idea respectively were also revealed. 

Furthermore, expressions such as don’t me and How True and the borrowed 

Korean term popularized through k-drama, Aja were used by the respondents.  

More so, Q representative of the meaning “joke” and xoxo for hugs and kisses are 

also being used on digital natives’ utterances. 

Derivations with the frequency of 12 or 14.6 percent were also used by the 

CTEan digital natives. Of the words along derivation, friend got the most number 

of derivations from bestie; beshie; besssywap; sissism; sissy; and felas. They also use 

the millennial slangs such as memes; truelala; poser; selfie and groufie and 

snappy. The millennial slangs mentioned made use of the suffixes -ie for bestie. 

The suffix hie for beshie and the sister got derivations with the suffix ism and sy 

forming the derived word sissism and sisssy. Lala was also added to true forming 

truelala while -r was added to the root word pose making the derived word poser. 

More so, snap with the suffix -py gained the new word formed of snappy. 

Meanwhile, 11 or 13.4 percent made use of clippings. Clipping, in which 

new words are created by shortening polysyllabic words are evidently used by 

the students. Among of which are academic related slangs such as 

nomenclatures of academic disciplines like math(ematics), Eng(lish), Sci (ence), 

Fil(ipino).  According to ’Grady and Guzman, 1996, clipping is a process where a 

polysyllabic word is eliminates one or more syllable so that it becomes shorter. 

Looking at the Analysis of Wirahadi et.al, 2016 who divide clippings into three 

categories (foreclipping and backclipping, the above mentioned slangs are 

constructed in the backclipping form, where the tail end of the original has been 

shorn off. This category includes the other millennial slangs such as “ofc” for of 

course, “nega” for negative; “legit” for legitimate and “sis/ bro” for brothers and 

sisters respectively.  Foreclipping on the other hand was evident as the 

respondents also made use of the word “net” as a clipped version of internet and 

“matic” as the shorter version for automatic. It could be observed that those with 

the first part of the original words, internet and automatic were cut off.  Based on 

the data extracted, it can be deduced that the most common millennial slangs 

along clippings are on the nomenclatures of the students’ subjects. 

More so, the CTEans digital natives also made use of compound nouns with 

four or 4.88 percent occurences. These words are mother earth, chopping board, 

beast mode and chilling out. Mother earth was used to refer to their mother, 

chopping board means flirt, beast mode pertains to their irritated emotion and 

chilling out is used for relax mode. Coingae with three or 3.66 percent was also 

evident.   Coinage is the invention of totally new terms and they tend to become 

everyday words in the language. The slang words used are chilaxing, brunch and 

webinar. Chilaxing is the term used from the coined terms, ‘relax and chil’ and 

the joined breakfast and lunch coins the term brunch while webinar referred to 

the words web and seminar. 

Finally, the digital natives made use of back formation and blending both 

with the same frequency of two or 2.44.  Linguistically speaking, a blend word or 
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a blend is a word formed from parts of two or more other words. The 36 students 

reported that the common blending words used among them are Gotcha and 

Lezz Go. Gotcha is a blended form of the words Got You and Lezz Go is the 

blended form of Let Us Go. Two forms of back formation with the use of words 

‘jelly’ to mean jealous and ‘eut’ as the back formation of the term tue of Tuesday. 

Potter, 1975 as cited by Pradianti, 2013 is a process of revising the order of the 

word. 

Table 1. Total frequency and percentage of morphological processes used by 

CTE digital natives 

Morphological processes Frequency (n=82) Percentage 

Acronyms 35 53.7 

Blendings 2 2.44 

Clippings 11 13.4 

Borrowings 13 15.9 

Derivations 12 14.6 

Back formation 2 2.44 

Compound nouns 4 4.88 

Coinage 3 3.66 

 

 

Purpose of Use 

 

When asked on the purpose behind the adoption and use of the millennial 

language, nine reasons arranged from the most to the least reason are revealed. 

The highest of which is  to put oneself in tune with others as reckoned by the 

frequency of 34 followed by inducing friendliness (32) and belonging to the trend 

(30) which ranked as the second and third. It could be noted based from the 

three highest purposes that millennial students value trends thus making them in 

tune and in friend with their comrades. More so, to communicate easier (28); to 

avoid seriousness and conventions (17); to be secretive (14); to confuse (12) and 

too enrich the language (8). The table therefore indicates that the digital natives 

less think of enriching the language as their reason but of acceptance of words 

as trends among millennials. 

 

 

 

Table 2. Purpose of adoption of millennial slangs 
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Reason Frequency Rank 

To  put oneself in tune with others 34 1 

To induce friendliness 32 2 

To belong to the trend 30 3 

To communicate easier 28 4 

To avoid seriousness and conventions 17 5 

To be secretive 14 6 

To confuse 12 7 

To enrich the language 8 8 

* multiple response set 

 

 

Usage of Millennial slangs 

 

The digital natives of the College of Teacher Education reported that 47.2 

percent of them do not use the millennial slangs in their English academic writing 

which comprised the majority. Ten or 27 percent of them reported that they 

seldom use the said language while nine or 25 percent of them use it sometimes. 

The result showed that there are incidences when the language are used on the 

academic writing of the digital natives. 

 

Table 3. Extent of use of millennial slangs in academic writing among digital 

natives 

 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

 

Based on the findings of the present study, it was revealed that majority of 

the millennial slangs used by the digital natives are acronyms, borrowings, 

derivations, clippings, compound nouns, coinage, back formation and blending. 

More so, the digital natives of CTE revealed that their top purpose of adoption of 

the said millennial slangs is to belong to the trend. 

Usage Frequency Percentage 

Sometimes 9 25 

Seldom 10 27 

Never 17 47.2 
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Recommendations 

1. Digital natives should highly consider formalities of the English language 

and thus should control usage of such on formal academic setting. 

2. Considering formality of the English language, it would be important to 

determine degree of acceptance of language teachers on the use of 

millennial slangs on students English academic writing. 

3. This study should be replicated with larger number of transcript and wider 

scope. 
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ABSTRACT 

 
Using descriptive research design, this study aimed to assess the stakeholders’ level of awareness 

and the attainability of the Cagayan State University Vision and Mission (VM) and the Graduate 

School Goals and Objectives (GO). Data were collected from internal and external stakeholders 

of CSU-Aparri Graduate School. Internal stakeholders were 66 students and 11 core faculty 

members of the Graduate School CSU-Aparri. The external stakeholders were 35 alumni and 16 

school-clienteles (represented by the school heads) from which the alumni are affiliated to. Total 

enumeration was used for the faculty members while random sampling was used for the rest of 

the stakeholders (students, alumni, school-clienteles) using the past three year period data, 2018-

2020 totaling to 128 respondents. Novel of its kind, the researcher made test on VMGO were cut 

according to categorical delivery while attainability measured the stipulated general program 

outcomes highlighted in the CMO number 15 s. 2019 on Policies, standards and guidelines for 

graduate programs. Principal findings reveal that the stakeholders were very much aware of the 

CSU vision and mission, the Graduate School goals and the program objectives of Doctor of 

Philosophy-Educational Management and Master of Arts in Education-Educational Management 

while much aware of the program objectives of Master of Arts in Education-English, Master of 

Science Teaching Mathematics and MS Information Technology. On attainability of the CSU 

VMGOs, the stakeholders perceived that the Graduate School serves to a very great extent its 

purpose towards employment and/or promotion, research and development capability, 
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professional development, furthering of studies and developing expertise among its students and 

graduates.  The research study provided valuable inputs for curriculum designers, educators, and 

administrators towards a relevant, intensified and COVID-responsive dissemination strategies, 

curriculum input for research capability for students and further research. 

 

Keywords: Graduate School, level of awareness, level of attainability, VMGOs, Philippine Higher 

Education Institution 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Rationale 

 

In the sense of education as an engine of economic growth, the Ambisyon 

Natin 2040, Philippine Education for All (EFA) of 2015 program and the Philippine 

Development Plan (PDP) 2011–2016 encapsulate Filipinos' ambitions to better the 

lives of the disadvantaged sector through the provision of basic education and 

life skills, thereby assisting them in becoming more self-sufficient. By virtue of 

Republic Act 7277, also known as the Higher Education Act of 1994, Commission 

on Higher Education (CHED) monitors, evaluates, and regulates Higher Education 

Institutions to ensure that educational programs meet certain requirements in 

relation to global and national development goals. It plays a variety of roles in the 

exercise of its powers and responsibilities as the overseer of quality higher 

education in the Philippines. 

As articulated in the CMO No.46, series of 2012, CHED defined quality of 

education through an outcome-based and typology-based quality assurance as 

a fitness for purpose (how visions, missions, and goals into their overall academic 

performance are translated), quality as excellence or distinction (HEIs capacity 

to deliver and perform beyond the minimum standards set by the CHED) and 

quality as a concept of transformation (HEIs’ culture of excellence). Meaning, 

quality of education should not only be seen on papers but must be 

demonstrated by how the HEIs operate as an academic institution and ultimately 

being able to produce the quality of graduates that can actually compete 

globally (Licuanan, 2016). 

Vision and Mission are institutional. The Vision of a particular education 

institution leads all the people working in it what they foresee that it will become 

in the future. It can be compared to a bible of that edifice of learning, in  which  

all  the  administrators,  members  of  the  faculty,  staff,  students,  parents  and  

stakeholders (community members and officials) are expected to be aware of.  

The Mission, on the other hand, shows the way how the Vision is to be met. It tells 

what the school would like to produce on their mentee in the future. It also shows 

how to go about the fulfillment of such a vision.  

The goals of an academic unit, like Graduate School, envisioned what they 

want their graduates to become. It states the purpose of the existence of the said 
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academic unit. The Objectives is taken from every specialization/major in that 

academic unit. This has to be known to the students who are enrolled for them to 

be guided what will become of them when they graduate; what are expected 

of them  as  graduate  in  that  particular  field  of  endeavor  and  the  polishing  

of  their  character  as graduate of a university (Lester, 2019). Graduate School 

provides students with more advanced learning in a specialized discipline or sub-

discipline. It gives an in-depth understanding such that the student becomes 

something of an expert after his or her baccalaureate degree. 

In the Philippine context, quality is spelled out by quality of graduates 

produced and through accreditation that educational institutions establish their 

reputation among their different stakeholders – students, parents, employers, 

other institutions, government and funding agencies.  Accreditation  processes  

are  used  for  self-improvement and targeted  planning  for  future  institutional  

development.  Accreditation enables schools to determine whether a credential 

from another institution or courses taken elsewhere is of sufficient quality to be 

accepted. 

Over the years, Cagayan State University at Aparri (CSU-Aparri), the largest 

campus of CSU outside Tuguegarao enables its clientele to improve and 

articulate their competence.  CSU’s mandate is always within the spectrum of 

delivering quality education. It has always been committed to improving from its 

previous best. 

 

 

Statement of the Problem 

 

Understanding the analysis of stakeholders’ awareness and attainability of 

the VGMO is of paramount importance. With the study, the institution is generally 

benefitted as it is informed of the fulfillment of its functions which may result in 

further bettering the key roles of each in its quality development and 

improvement. There is a valid demand among higher education institutions and 

their stakeholders for an evidence based, data-driven analysis of higher 

education and its performance. Internally, institutions need such an analysis to 

underpin decision-making and strategic development. This study seeks to find real 

data upshots as to how aware stakeholders are in the University vision and mission 

and if and when the program goals and objectives of the graduate school 

program are attained. 

Specifically, it sought answers to the following queries. 

1. What is the level of awareness of the stakeholders on the following purpose 

statements of CSU? 

a. CSU Vision and Mission 

b. Graduate School Goals 

c. Graduate School Program Objectives 
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2. What media do the stakeholders encounter the VMGOs of CSU-Aparri 

Graduate School? 

3. What is the attainability of the VMGOs of CSU-Aparri Graduate School 

along the following purposes for the students and graduates? 

a. Employment and/or promotion 

b. Professional development 

c. Furthering of studies 

d. Developing expertise 

e. Research and development capability 

4. Is there a significant difference between the levels of awareness of the 

stakeholders on the VMGOs when grouped according to type of 

stakeholders? 

 

 

Framework of the Study 

 

This study has its underpinnings on Dewey’s theory on experience (Dewey, 

1938 as cited in Hasbun & Rudolph, 2016; Schmidt, 2010), which discussed the 

value of experience in education and posited that experience comes from the 

combining of continuity and interaction.  He believed that a person’s past and 

present experiences impact his or her future experiences (continuity) and that 

there are contextual influences that affect the current experience.  This present 

study assumes that what makes the stakeholders stay in the program is because 

they are aware of its VGMO which ultimately brings them to attainable graduate 

program outcomes. 

For strategic direction, it is critical for an organization to establish a vision, 

mission, and values. An organization cannot become overly competitive without 

the individual pillars of strong principles exemplified by a vision to be carried out 

by a project. An organization cannot define, differentiate, or describe itself to its 

employees and consumers without establishing a mission, vision, and values to aid 

in the development of a strategy. The organizational strategy process includes 

vision, mission, and values. The fundamental building blocks of values like fairness, 

dignity, respect, and professional conduct are combined and formed into the 

organization's mission statement. The organization's values guide how it can 

achieve its ultimate objective or vision. Since there are no individual steps to 

provide guidance, a goal or vision cannot be achieved without clear and 

established principles (Tallant, 2009). 

A number of  studies  have been embarked by different educational 

institutions in the Philippines to gauge stakeholders’ level of awareness and 

acceptability on VMGO (Garrcia S. et.al, 2021; Constantino   et   al.,   2020; Reusia  

et  al.,  2020; Tan & Borres, 2020;  Bueno, 2019; Cascolan & Venture, 2019; 

Nozaleda,   2019; Poliden &  Bela-o,  2018;  Oboza, 2017; ;   Segismundo,  2017; 

Pelicano & Lacaba, 2016; Castillo, 2014  Villanca  l., 2020), the VMGO’s relevance 
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and congru-ence  (Bentor  et  al.,  2017), as well as its extent of dis-semination  

(Gallinero  &  Otig,  2017;  Laurente, 2019). In the study of Pelicano (2016) on vision, 

mission, goals and objectives, these are statements about what the organization 

wants to become and therefore resonate with all the members of the institution 

and help them have the sense of ownership and become part of the entire 

organization.  It provides the impression, character and direction of its operations. 

Estrada (2018) on his study titled Awareness and Acceptability of the Vision, 

Mission and Institutional Goals of Pangasinan State University and AB Economics 

Program Objectives determined attainability by structuring the Vision, Mission, 

Goals and Objectives with the term “acceptance” that VGMOs are generally 

realized and achieved. Similarly, the same attainability assessment was also 

employed in another study on Awareness, Acceptance and Perception of 

Batangas State University Stakeholders towards its Vision, Mission, Goals and 

Objectives embarked by Castillo, R. (2014). 

 

 

 

As standards have shifted from input-based to an Outcomes-based 

education system, where the focus is for institutions with accredited programs to 

demonstrate the level of knowledge, skills and attitude demanded by their fields 

of practice, attainability should be gauged according to specific indicators 

expected of program offerings in institutions. With this, there is a dearth of 

literature on attainability of VMGOs along intended program outcomes for 

graduate school programs in the Philippines. 

Based on institutional promotions in relation to its VMGO’s, the Accrediting 

Agency for Chartered Colleges and Universities in the Philippines (AACCUP) sets 

certain standards of quality excellence.  A university is assessed by the degree to 

which its VMGO are attained and not in comparison with others. The effectiveness 

of the VMGO lies in its structure and dissemination. In order to attain this, the 
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constituents of an educational institution have to be aware of its VMGO and fully 

comprehend the implication of such. Vision.  Mission, goals and objectives 

(VMGO) should be the bases of a state university’s operations. If a college or 

university is seeking accreditation, the area of VMGO is the most fundamental of 

all the areas to be surveyed. Everything in the university is justified only to the 

extent that it realizes its VMGO, AACUP 2010. 

 

 

II. METHODS 

 

Research Design and Participants.  This study employed descriptive 

research design in assessing the level of awareness of the stakeholders on the 

CSU-Aparri Graduate School VMGOs as well as their perception towards its level 

of attainability. It also tackled the media to which the stakeholders encounter the 

VMGOs. Finally, a test of comparison of the level of awareness by stakeholder was 

done. 

The study was conducted at CSU-Aparri Campus. CSU is the first and only 

state-run comprehensive institution of higher learning in Cagayan. It has shared 

its historic contribution to the development of tertiary education in the Philippines 

since 1978 (Student Manual, 2013). The campus offers the degree programs, 

Master of Arts in Education with specializations in English and Educational 

Management; Master of Science in Information Technology; Master of Science in 

Teaching Mathematics and Doctor of Philosophy in Education major in 

Educational Management. 

Participants of the study are internal and external stakeholders of CSU-

Aparri Graduate School. Internal stakeholders were 66 students and 11 core 

faculty members of the Graduate School CSU-Aparri. The external stakeholders 

were 35 alumni and 16 school-clienteles (represented by the school heads) from 

which the alumni are affiliated to. Total enumeration was used for the faculty 

members while random sampling was used for the rest of the stakeholders 

(students, alumni, school-clienteles) using the past three year period data, 2018-

2020 totaling to 128 respondents. 

 

Instrumentation and Analysis of Data.  Permission to collect data on the 

study site was obtained through channels to obtain records of Graduate School 

students and alumni at the Registrar’s Office. When it was obtained, the 

researchers contacted each of the target respondents via e-mail informing them 

of the study backgrounds, study descriptions, intent, and confidentiality 

agreements and informed consent. 

The main data gathering tool used in the study was a researcher-made 

survey instrument which dealt with the awareness of the University Vision and 

Mission, the Graduate School Goals and Program Objectives, media where such 

are disseminated and attainability of the VMGO along five intended indicators. 
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The instrument was floated through Google Forms due to restrictions attributed to 

COVID-19 protocols. 

Frequencies, ranks and five-point rating scales and weighted means were 

used. Level of awareness was interpreted as 5 for very much aware, 4 for much 

aware, 3 for aware, 2 for somewhat aware and 1 for not aware. Level of 

attainability was interpreted as 5 for to a very great extent, 4 for to a great extent, 

3 for to a moderate extent, 2 for to some extent and 1 for no extent. One-way 

analysis of variance with post-hoc test using least significant difference was used 

for comparison test at 0.05 level of significance. 

 

 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Level of Awareness of the Stakeholders on the CSU-Aparri Graduate School 

VMGOs 

 

CSU Vision and Mission.  At a closer look at Table 1, worth noting is the higher 

mean on “educating for the best” (4.83) in the vision statement and “through high 

quality instruction” (4.83) in its mission statement which both highlights 

stakeholders’ awareness of CSU as a higher education institution’s role to 

educate/ instruct at its best by giving quality education other than the four other 

priority thrusts of the institution. At the general point, the data presents the general 

synthesis that the vision and mission of the university is clear to the stakeholders 

which showcases high extent of awareness of its core business, realized services 

and expected deliverables in the multi-fold functions it stands for. 

 

Table 1. Level of awareness of the stakeholders on the CSU vision and mission 

Statements WM DV 

CSU Vision   

1. Transforming lives … 4.80 V. M. Aware 

2. …by educating for the best. 4.83 V. M. Aware 

OWM (CSU Vision) 4.82 V. M. Aware 

CSU Mission   

1. Cagayan State University is committed to 

transform the lives of people and community… 4.82 V. M. Aware 

2. …through high quality instruction, … 4.83 V. M. Aware 

3. …innovative research, … 4.77 V. M. Aware 

4. …development, … 4.78 V. M. Aware 

5. …production and, … 4.77 V. M. Aware 

6. …extension. 4.75 V. M. Aware 

OWM (CSU Mission) 4.79 V. M. Aware 
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Graduate School Goals.  As shown in Table 2, the stakeholders are very 

much aware that the CSU-Aparri Graduate School put highest importance on 

according qualified individuals the opportunities for advanced education (4.66) 

through commitment for quality (4.65) and excellence (4.65). Overall, the 

stakeholders are very much aware of the goals of Graduate School which means 

that the purposes it serves are properly communicated among its internal and 

external clienteles. 

 

Table 2. Level of awareness of the stakeholders on the CSU-Aparri Graduate 

School goals 

Statements WM DV 

1. To accord qualified individuals the opportunities 

for advanced education… 4.66 V. M. Aware 

2. …in the fields deemed relevant to enhance the 

much needed development in Region 2, in 

general… 4.59 V. M. Aware 

3. …and Cagayan Province in particular. 4.58 V. M. Aware 

4. To actualize the commitment for quality… 4.65 V. M. Aware 

5. …and excellence… 4.65 V. M. Aware 

6. …through carefully organized… 4.63 V. M. Aware 

7. …and strongly supported programs of instruction. 4.58 V. M. Aware 

OWM (GS Goals) 4.62 V. M. Aware 

 

 

Graduate School Program Objectives.  The CSU-Aparri Graduate School 

offers five graduate education programs: Doctor of Philosophy in Education 

major in Educational Management, Master of Arts in Education major in 

Educational Management, Master of Arts in Education major in English, Master of 

Science in Teaching Mathematics and Master of Science in Information 

Technology. 

As apparent in Table 3, the stakeholders are very much aware about the 

objectives for PhD-EM (4.44) and MAEd-EM (4.30) programs which mean that they 

recognize the purpose of the Graduate School in developing leadership and 

management skills among future education leaders of the community at all levels 

across various educational and administrative settings. 

On the other hand, on programs that gear towards development of 

mastery along specific discipline particularly on English (4.19), Mathematics (4.10) 

and Information Technology (4.11), the stakeholders were much aware of their 

objectives. This means that some of the stakeholders are not that informed about 

the purposes of these programs. Enrolment data from the Office of Campus 

Registrar for these programs were lowest among the five program offerings of 
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Graduate School. This implies that the low enrolment could be attributed to the 

lower level of awareness among the stakeholders. 

 

Table 3. Level of awareness of the stakeholders on the CSU-Aparri Graduate 

School program objectives 

Statements WM DV 

Doctor of Philosophy in Education- Major in Educational 

Management   

1. Critically examine the broader, cultural, 

institutional, organizational, and social contexts 

relevant to education across the lifespan. 4.44 V. M. Aware 

2. Advance the role of scientific research in 

education policy, reform and practice and 

apply research skills in the planning, design, 

implementation and evaluation of public policy 

and large-scale reforms in education. 4.43 V. M. Aware 

3. Provide sound and ethical educational 

leadership at all levels with the ability to drive 

significant and sustainable improvement in 

educational institutions. 4.45 V. M. Aware 

OWM (PhD-EM) 4.44 V. M. Aware 

Master of Arts in Education- Major in Educational 

Management   

1. Demonstrate effective and informed leadership 

at the school and district level to meet the 

educational needs of learners from diverse 

backgrounds and cultures. 4.30 V. M. Aware 

2. Administer their educational systems or their 

school assemblages in a legally and ethically 

defensible manner. 4.30 V. M. Aware 

3. Conduct productive researches and serve as 

systematic workers across various educational 

and administrative settings. 4.31 V. M. Aware 

OWM (MAEd-EM) 4.30 V. M. Aware 
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Continuation of Table 3   

Master of Arts in Education- Major in English   

1. Assume leadership in curriculum development 

and pedagogical planning in the field of English 

Language Teaching. 4.19 M. Aware 

2. Construct dynamic, collaboratively negotiated 

methods of teaching and learning in literature, 

writing, and the language arts. 4.18 M. Aware 

3. Produce effective pedagogical aids and 

approaches for the benefit of both students and 

teachers. 4.20 V. M. Aware 

OWM (MAEd-English) 4.19 M. Aware 

Master of Science in Teaching Mathematics   

1. Examine the behavioral cognitive and social 

emotional development of learners across all 

ages with the end view of designing effective 

learning technologies methods in Mathematics. 4.10 M. Aware 

2. Apply current development in Mathematics 

teaching to curriculum planning and supervision. 4.08 M. Aware 

3. Utilize advanced research skills and knowledge 

to address the perennial challenge in 

Mathematics Teaching. 4.11 M. Aware 

OWM (MST-Math) 4.10 M. Aware 

Master of Science in Information Technology   

1. Initiate advanced and cutting edge information 

systems in a broad range of settings and 

occupations. 4.12 M. Aware 

2. Apply technical research skills and critical 

understanding of the fast growing field of 

information technology in the development and 

management of tools and technologies for 

exchanging information primarily in the business 

context. 4.10 M. Aware 

3. Effectively assume leadership positions in work 

systems that handle information technology and 

related endeavors. 4.13 M. Aware 

OWM (MSIT) 4.11 M. Aware 

 

 

 

Media where the Stakeholders Encounter the VMGOs of CSU-Aparri Graduate 

School 
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Evident in Table 4, of the ten practices, professors and Graduate Student Council 

discuss it during general assembly and orientation (115); Graduate School 

professors discuss it in class during the first meeting (113); reading some 

documents/ materials containing the VMGOs (108); seeing it in bulletin boards, 

brochures, catalogs, manuals and other printed media (107) and  seeing the 

same posted on the building, in the classroom, billboards and to other areas in 

the institution (103) are the top media where the stakeholders encounter the 

VMGOs. The finding implies that the faculty members still take the lead in 

promoting the VMGO to its stakeholders. On the other hand, result also shows that 

the electronic and social media were the least commonly used mode of 

dissemination. 

 

Table 4. Ways of disseminating the CSU Graduate School VMGOs 

Media Freq. Rank 

1. Professors and Graduate Student Council discuss 

it during general assembly and orientation 115 1 

2. Professors discuss it in class during the first meeting 113 2 

3. I read some documents/ materials containing 

the university vision, mission and the graduate 

school goal and program objectives 108 3 

4. I saw it in bulletin boards, brochures, catalogs, 

manuals and other printed media 107 4 

5. I have seen it posted on the building, in the 

classroom, billboards and to other areas in the 

institution 103 5 

6. I have heard and read it on social media 

platforms 88 6 

7. I read it in the official university and campus 

webpages 33 7 

8. I saw it printed in college T-shirts, hoodies and 

other school merchandises 17 8 

9. I heard it from student leaders in the program I 

am enrolled into 9 9 

10. I heard and seen it over the television and radios 7 10 

 

 

Perception of the Stakeholders towards the Level of Attainability of the CSU-Aparri 

Graduate School VMGOs 

 

Employment and/or promotion of students and graduates.  As revealed in 

Table 5, the stakeholders perceived that the CSU-Aparri Graduate School, to a 
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very great extent, produced competent students/graduates who can spur and 

sustain leadership and innovation (4.73), with chances on promotion (ranking 

system) (4.73), with acquired workforce flexibility (4.74), prepared for higher 

educational roles and duties (4.80) and can do extra miles in their profession 

(4.74). This finding indicates that it fulfills its set target for its graduates employment 

and/or promotion of graduates. Secondary data on a tracking record of 

Graduate School students and alumni revealed that those who obtained 

education finishing qualifications expected for higher positions wait only within 

two years, in average, for promotion opportunities. 

 

Table 5. Attainability of the Cagayan State University-Aparri Graduate School 

VMGOs with respect to employment and/or promotion of students and 

graduates 

Statements WM DV 

1. Prepares students/graduates  on higher 

educational roles and duties 4.80 TAVG Extent 

2. Equips students/graduates with acquired 

workforce flexibility 4.74 TAVG Extent 

3. Allows students/graduates to do extra miles in 

their profession 4.74 TAVG Extent 

4. Produces competent students/graduates who 

spur and sustain leadership and innovation 4.73 TAVG Extent 

5. Produces capable students/graduates with 

chances on promotion (Ranking system) 4.73 TAVG Extent 

OWM 4.75 TAVG Extent 

 

 

Professional development of students and graduates.  As regards 

professional development of graduates, Table 6 shows that the CSU-Aparri 

Graduate School culminates and provides opportunities for students and 

graduates for more professional development such as additional seminars or 

trainings other than curricular offerings (4.61), professional experiences (4.69), skills 

(4.80) and advanced competencies on creative and effective teaching and 

learning (4.73) to a very great extent. This implies that it caters the needs of its 

clienteles along professional development and skills honing. 

 

Table 6. Attainability of the Cagayan State University-Aparri Graduate School 

VMGOs with respect to professional development of students and graduates 

Statements WM DV 

1. Enhances professional skills of 

students/graduates 4.80 TAVG Extent 
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2. Produces students/graduates with advanced 

competencies on creative and effective 

teaching and learning 4.73 TAVG Extent 

3. Expands knowledge and skillset along 

professional specialization 4.73 TAVG Extent 

4. Provides professional experiences to 

students/graduates 4.69 TAVG Extent 

5. Provides students/graduates with additional 

seminars or trainings other than curricular 

offerings 4.61 TAVG Extent 

OWM 4.71 TAVG Extent 

 

 

Furthering of studies among students and graduates.  Table 7 presents 

findings that the CSU-Aparri Graduate School prepares the students and 

graduates not only for their current needs but also for their future endeavors. It 

hones them with advanced knowledge and skills in a specialize field of study for 

professional practice (4.76) by culminating love for teaching and learning (4.72) 

and fostering deeper commitment and motivation (4.71) for continuing 

professional development through advanced and graduate education. Tracer 

records on the graduates of CSU-Aparri Graduate School reveal that most of 

them continue in pursuing Doctorate degrees after finishing their Masteral 

courses. This is also corroborated by the data from the Campus Registrar that the 

enrollment rate in the PhD program of the campus is booming whereas majority 

were also MA graduates of the campus. 

 

Table 7. Attainability of the Cagayan State University-Aparri Graduate School 

VMGOs with respect to furthering of studies among students and graduates 

Statements WM DV 

1. Hones students/graduates with advanced 

knowledge and skills in a specialize field of study 

for professional practice 4.76 TAVG Extent 

2. Culminate love for teaching and learning among 

students/graduates 4.72 TAVG Extent 

3. Equips students/graduates with knowledge and 

skills relevant to furthering of their studies 4.71 TAVG Extent 

 

4. Fosters a deeper commitment and motivation to 

furthering of studies among students/graduates 

 

 

 

4.68 

 

 

 

TAVG Extent 

5. Instills vigor on continuous personal and 

professional growth and development 4.68 TAVG Extent 
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OWM 4.71 TAVG Extent 

 

 

Developing expertise among students and graduates.  Apparent in Table 8, 

finding shows that the CSU-Aparri Graduate School produces students and 

graduates that are expert in their own fields by cultivating their potentials (4.74), 

fostering a deeper commitment and motivation to help other professionals (4.70), 

equipping leadership and managerial skills (4.70) to address training needs of their 

colleagues (4.67). This finding means that the CSU-Aparri Graduate School 

attained, to a very great extent, one of its purpose as mandated by the law for a 

higher education institution that offers graduate education. 

 

Table 8. Attainability of the Cagayan State University-Aparri Graduate School 

VMGOs with respect to developing expertise among students and graduates 

Statements WM DV 

1. Cultivates the potentials of students/graduates 

to be experts in their own field 4.74 TAVG Extent 

2. Fosters a deeper commitment and motivation to 

help other professionals 4.70 TAVG Extent 

3. Equips students/graduates with leadership and 

managerial skills to direct others 4.70 TAVG Extent 

4. Develops students/graduates that address 

training needs to other professionals 4.67 TAVG Extent 

5. Develops network of intellectuals of the same 

expertise for programs offered 4.66 TAVG Extent 

OWM 4.70 TAVG Extent 

 

 

Research and development capability of students and graduates.  In Table 

9, although CSU-Aparri Graduate School attained its purpose to equip its students 

and graduates research and development capabilities to a very great extent as 

indicated by the overall weighted mean of 4.59, this is the lowest among the five 

aspects involved in the assessment. Despite that, it thrives by enriching the 

students and graduates on research methodologies, statistics and research 

writing (4.62) through integration of research and creative work in its curriculum 

(459) and quality research performance or reputation (4.59). Developing 

research-related capabilities among its students and graduates (4.56) is the least 

attained, though still to a very great extent, which implies that there is an 

apparent room for improvement along the student-research program of the CSU-

Aparri Graduate School. 
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Table 9. Attainability of the Cagayan State University-Aparri Graduate School 

VMGOs with respect to research and development capability of graduates 

Statements WM DV 

1. Enriches students/graduates on research 

methodologies, statistics, and research writing 4.62 TAVG Extent 

2. Promotes the culture of research and creative 

work in its curricular offerings 4.59 TAVG Extent 

3. Produces students/graduates in the program 

who are self-directed researchers 4.59 TAVG Extent 

4. Keeps quality research performance or 

reputation 4.59 TAVG Extent 

5. Develops research-related capabilities of 

students/graduates 4.56 TAVG Extent 

OWM 4.59 TAVG Extent 

 

 

Comparison of the Stakeholders’ Level of Awareness on the CSU-Aparri Graduate 

School VMGOs 

 

The respondents of the study were grouped as Faculty Members, Alumni, 

Students and School Clienteles. Their levels of awareness on the CSU-Aparri 

Graduate School VMGOs were compared using one-way analysis of variance. 

Table 10 presents the results of the comparison. Findings reveal that there is 

significant difference among the level of awareness of the stakeholders on the 

CSU Vision and Mission as reckoned by the F-ratios of 6.078 (p=0.001) and 4.331 

(p-0.006) respectively. On the other hand, no significant differences were found 

on the levels of awareness of the stakeholders on the Graduate School goals and 

program objectives. 

On the levels of awareness of the stakeholders on the CSU Vision, the faculty 

members (5.00), alumni (4.94), students (4.80) and school clienteles (4.47) are all 

very much aware of the CSU Vision, however, since the ANOVA tells that there is 

a significant difference among these, post-hoc analysis using LSD was used to 

determine where this difference exist. Findings show that the school clienteles’ 

level of awareness is significantly lower than the other stakeholders when 

compared pairwise as can be reckoned from the mean differences of 0.53, 0.47 

and 0.33 respectively with faculty members being the highest. 

This result is similar for CSU Mission. Apparently, even if the faculty members 

(4.94), alumni (4.93), students (4.76) and school clienteles (4.49) are all very much 

aware of it, the school clienteles is significantly lower than the other stakeholders 

as suggested by the mean differences of 0.45, 0.44 and 0.27 respectively with the 

faculty members being the highest. 
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Table 10. ANOVA table for the comparison of the level of awareness of the 

stakeholders on the CSU-Aparri Graduate School VMGOs 

Source 
Sum of 

Squares 
df 

Mean 

Squares 
F-ratio Prob. 

Statistical 

Inference 

CSU Vision 

Between Groups 2.876 3 0.959 6.078 0.001 Significant 

Within Groups 19.559 124 0.158    

Total 22.436 127     

 

 

Post-hoc test using LSD Mean Differences 

Stakeholders Mean SD Faculty Alumni Students 

Faculty 5.00 0.00 -   

Alumni 4.94 0.20 0.06 -  

Students 4.80 0.48 0.20 0.14 - 

School clienteles 4.47 0.46 0.53* 0.47* 0.33* 

*significant at 0.05 level of significance 

CSU Mission 

Between Groups 2.486 3 0.829 4.331 0.006 Significant 

Within Groups 23.729 124 0.191    

Total 26.215 127     

 

 

Post-hoc test using LSD Mean Differences 

Stakeholders Mean SD Faculty Alumni Students 

Faculty 4.94 0.20    

Alumni 4.93 0.21 0.01   

Students 4.76 0.53 0.18 0.18  

School clienteles 4.49 0.48 0.45* 0.44* 0.27* 

*significant at 0.05 level of significance 

Graduate School Goals 

Between Groups 1.606 3 0.535 1.466 0.227 Not sig. 

Within Groups 45.290 124 0.365    

Total 46.896 127     

 Post-hoc test not necessary. 

 

PhD-EM Objectives 

Between Groups 4.186 3 1.395 1.685 0.174 Not sig. 

Within Groups 102.677 124 0.828    

Total 106.863 127     

 Post-hoc test not necessary. 

 

Continuation of Table 10… 

MAEd-EM Objectives 

Between Groups 1.231 3 0.410 0.369 0.776 
Not 

significant 

Within Groups 137.913 124 1.112    

Total 139.143 127     

 Post-hoc test not necessary. 
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MAEd-English Objectives 

Between Groups 3.017 3 1.006 0.667 0.574 
Not 

significant 

Within Groups 186.916 124 1.507    

Total 189.933 127     

 Post-hoc test not necessary. 

MST-Math Objectives 

Between Groups 3.046 3 1.015 0.672 0.571 
Not 

significant 

Within Groups 187.230 124 1.510    

Total 190.275 127     

 Post-hoc test not necessary. 

MSIT Objectives 

Between Groups 5.959 3 1.986 1.395 0.248 
Not 

significant 

Within Groups 176.608 124 1.424    

Total 182.568 127     

 Post-hoc test not necessary. 

 

 

This means that there is a gap between what the institutions where the 

students of CSU are affiliated know about the CSU vision and mission and the 

actual CSU vision and mission. This can be attributed from the fact that most of 

the VMGO dissemination strategies concentrate on using documents, posts and 

bulletin boards which rarely reach other institutions. This implies that CSU-Aparri 

Graduate School must consider partnering with other institutions such as local 

Deped officials to properly orient them about the VMGOs. Following also an 

emerging modality, electronic and social media may also reach the other 

external stakeholders. 

 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

 

Findings of the study reveals that the alumni, faculty members, school 

clienteles and students of Cagayan State University-Aparri Graduate School are 

very much aware of the university vision and mission, the Graduate School goals 

and the program objectives for PhD-Educational Management and MAEd-

Educational Management while mush aware of the program objectives of MAEd-

English, MS Teaching Math and MS Information Technology. The school clienteles 

represented by their school heads, however, have the lowest level of awareness 

especially on the university vision and mission. 

Faculty members still take the lead in promoting the VMGO to its 

stakeholders by discussing it during general assemblies, orientations, first meeting 
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and school documents and buildings. Channeling it through online media, 

however, seems to be needing room for improvement. 

Further, the stakeholders perceived that the VMGOs of the Graduate 

School serves to a very great extent its purpose towards employment and/or 

promotion, research and development capability, professional development, 

furthering of studies and developing expertise among its students and graduates. 

But greater room for improvement is needed in equipping students’ research and 

development capabilities. 

In the light of these aforementioned findings, the following are highly 

recommended to the CSU-Aparri Graduate School: 

1. Sustain its usual practice of discussing VMGOs as preliminaries to courses 

but must improve its dissemination strategies by considering online media 

and platforms in promoting its VMGOs 

2. While the level of awareness perceived by stakeholders is still relatively high 

on the program objectives for MAEd-English, MS Teaching Mathematics 

and MS in Information Technology, a review must be conducted to 

articulate its comprehensibility 

3. Forge agreements with the institutions to which its students are affiliated for 

better dissemination of its VMGOs to its school clienteles 

4. Consider implementing research capability building and assistance 

through student-faculty and alumni-faculty research collaborations. 

5. Review its curriculum by integrating research development on its course 

offerings 

6. Conduct similar researches that gear towards the study of the VMGOs 
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ABSTRACT 

 
This study highlighted the assessment of students’ present and prevailing practices towards the 

issue of coño language. It described the observable fact on the issue of such code-switching 

variety and idiolect. The study generally determined the practices and reason of ESL students on 

the adoption of Coño language. The quantitative-qualitative research design was employed in 

the study. Quantitative was used in the assessment of the practices of the respondents towards 

practices toward coño language and coño users and the pervading reasons of use for such. The 

instrument utilized was patterned from the study of Valerio (2015) but was modified to fit it with the 

context of the study. Seventy-five first year students of the Cagayan State University served as the 

respondents of the study. Findings revealed that that most of the ESL students at Cagayan State 

University perform very satisfactorily in English exhibiting agreeable practice in coño language. 

Their predominant reason for coño language adoption is their incompetence and disfluency in 

English and fear of committing errors. Further, the more the students prefer Taglish, the better their 

English performance as teachers make translation an intervention to improve their language 

performance The more positive they are to coño language, the better they perform in English. This 

study calls for pedagogical intervention towards the acceptance of coño language as a 

common student practice to aid language proficiency of students. While the study unsnarls 

incompetence being the primordial reason of its practice in ESL classroom, there is an imminent 

need among language teachers linguistic intervention.  

 

Keywords: Coño Language, Code-Switching, Bilingual Education, English Performance, Taglish 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Students’ success in academic endeavor greatly depends on their skilful 

use of the language of communication, in general and instruction, in particular. 

Thus, there is a need to exhibit linguistic competence most especially in English. 

Filipinos are still faced with communication problems amidst educational 

intervention. One roadblock to their usual utterances is on the practice of code-

switching. A plethora of research has already been documented that code 

switching, the use of two or more languages when engaged in discourse, is one 

of the most widely used communicative strategies by speakers as claimed by 

sociolinguists.  

  Common to researches is the typical definition of code-switching as a 

concoction of languages however, it also represents multiple identities, which 

requires an advanced level of bilingual or even multilingual proficiency (Bullock 

& Toribio, 2009). Factors that continue to affect code-switching are identity 

(Bautista, 2004), social networks, practices, age, gender, class, and community 

norms (Bullock & Toribio, 2009). One sociolect in the Philippines employed most 

commonly by millennials is the coño language. It is referred to as the combination 
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of Taglish languages in one’s utterance which now serves as a common linguistic 

phenomenon among young Filipino learners code switching as asserted in 

contexts that are informal is not a crucial issue, however researchers around the 

globe continue to prove and analyze whether it is really allowed to code switch 

in the classroom especially in English classes. This study would seek to address the 

gap as to whether the use of Taglish in class is positively regarded.  

A recent undergraduate study conducted by Bagaoisan and Pastores 

(2019) revealed that tertiary students seems not to like English teachers who teach 

English in English. A manifestation of their clear acceptance of code-switching in 

an ESL setting. This was found in consonant with the study of Valerio (2015) where 

she found that students favored code-switching as a routinely practice inside the 

classroom. This scenario reveals a predicament as it may threaten the quality of 

English instruction.  

On a study conducted by Abad (2005), it was noted that code switching 

managed to lower the affective filter, and this consequently established rapport 

and created an atmosphere of informality in English instruction. One of the 

pioneering factor for language use as asserted by Temporal, 2018 is the attitude 

of language users towards English and Filipino. Thompson (2003) likewise opined 

that English competes with Tagalog and Taglish, a mixture of English and Tagalog, 

for the affections of Filipinos. Abad (2015) in her study claimed that, Taglish, a 

code switching variety that refers to the combination of Tagalog and English, is 

used by a whole generation of youngsters. Some of whom are from elite private 

school giving birth to the association of coño language to social status. Valerio 

(2015) strongly recommended that Researchers in the field of Linguistics are 

encouraged to conduct the same study but different in setting. This is suggested 

because constant research in language leads to a better awareness of language 

pedagogy in a bilingual or multilingual country. Hence, the venture of this study 

adopting her instrument but with focus on coño language as a growingly used 

sociolect especially among young millennials.  

Code-switching is commonly defined as the process of shifting from one 

linguistic code (a language or dialect) to another, depending on the 

social context or conversational setting emerging as a new language variety 

(Bautista, 2004). Linguists assert that this is common and natural phenomenon 

which is particularly prevalent in multilingual societies like the Philippines whose 

regions become melting pots of different languages. Bernardo, 2005 noted that 

code-switching is a linguistic tool utilized to achieve various communicative 

objectives. In general, scholars agree broadly that code-switching refers to the 

alternation between languages, while maintaining the grammatical 

characteristics unique to each language.  

Taglish as the combination of Tagalog and English is a common practice 

and trend around the world among language users. It is now a common linguistic 

practice for teachers and students.  While it is a language use by almost all Filipino 

speakers, it is still highly debated whether it is helpful in language proficiency 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/language
https://www.britannica.com/topic/dialect
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/context
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especially in English.  A heightened awareness of Taglish as asserted by 

Bugayong, 2011 can be helpful in gaining proficiency in English in that more 

attention will be paid to language interference and this after all, represents 

authentic Filipino speech. Simon, 2001 similarly enjoined language teachers and 

students should reconsider the role that code switching plays in the classroom 

interaction and to break with the methodologically imposed code constraints in 

order to use code switching strategically to achieve pedagogical aims. However, 

Abad (2005) claimed that the term Taglish is a misnomer because in truth, it refers 

to the combination Filipino and English and not Tagalog and English from which 

the term was derived. This calls for the role of code switching, along with other 

symptoms of contact, in language change as still a matter of discussion.  while 

other researches support code switching as a medium to solicit free speech, other  

researches still downplay the role of code switching and contrast it with 

borrowing. Linguists and educators are being challenged on the view that code 

switching lowers communication performance standards and they highlighted its 

potential impact on any teaching – learning process as it risks the quality of English 

instruction.  

Basically, the term is aimed towards the youth of the upper class, or, at least, 

those who want to be perceived as belonging to this social class. Because of this, 

Dr. Borlongan describes coňo English as a sociolect, a specific language used by 

a social group.  In the Philippines the word coňo refers to a language where 

people speak Tag-lish – a combination of English and Filipino languages in a fussy 

way. According to Dr. Borlongan, it is unclear when exactly coňo English 

emerged, though she cites Br. Andrew Gonzalez’s idea that Philippine English 

started sometime during the American occupation, when Filipino teachers were 

starting to take the place of American teachers. There were also speculations like 

at home, coňo kids are required to talk to their parents in English, for one reason 

or another, and that often means they are forbidden to talk in Tagalog (or ‘the 

vernacular’ in the non-Tagalog provinces), an exercise with varying failure rates.  

As mentioned, another probable possibility is that most coňo kids grew up 

being reared by devoted amahs or yayas (nannies) who, being mostly promdis 

(originally a pejorative term meaning ‘from the province’ or ‘from the 

boondocks’), could only speak to their wards in fractured Tagalog and English 

(Odon, 2014) widely known as the “carabao english” among Filipinos. Despite 

these indistinct origins, the term conyo has set its foundation in contemporary 

Filipino language and it continues to be used by the youth today (Militar and 

Sierras, 2015) 

The conyo language is prominent among youth in the upper class. It is 

usually heard in everyday conversations among high school and college students 

who study at expensive colleges and universities linking the language to scoial 

status. However, in the present times, the term is now more than a language, as 

dynamically, the term has been used to describe people as conyo, since these 

people (who are often wealthy or social climbers) speak this language and have 
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certain characteristics or mannerisms: They are up-to-date with the latest 

gadgets, do not know how to ride public transport, and own expensive 

belongings. This is supported by the responses of some students when asked how 

they would define coňo. According to Militar & Sierras 2015, when students were 

asked about how they would define coňo, they seemed to have a common idea 

that it is not just a manner of speaking, but also a particular set of characteristics. 

Frequently given descriptions of coňo persons are those with expensive 

belongings like designer clothes, those who are conscious about their social 

status, those who were born into a rich family, and, most of all, those who are 

more fluent in English than the average Filipino.  

Speaking coňo may have little to do with how well a person can speak 

English or Filipino. It could simply be a language used by someone because they 

are among their friends of the same culture. It may not necessarily be because 

they are trying to put themselves above others or because they lack the 

capability to speak Filipino. 

It was asserted that code switching lowers the affective filter in discourse 

which consequently leades to informal atmosphere though with established 

rapport that instigate positive participation in classroom. Inhibitions would be 

lessened and learning comes in. This is supported by a finding in the study of 

Rosario & Maguddayao (2018) which revealed that students find it more desirable 

to use code switching as believed that it makes a subject easier to understand 

and it is a means of strengthening their comprehension. One of the pioneering 

factor for language use as asserted by Temporal, 2018 is the attitude of language 

users towards English and Filipino. Thompson (2003) likewise opined that English 

competes with Tagalog and Taglish, a mixture of English and Tagalog, for the 

affections of Filipinos. 

 However, there have been negative views about the use of the language 

or culture of coňo because it suggests that there is a need to incorporate the 

English language into the nativelanguage and that it is only outspoken by well-

educated people. The use of coňo language may also exhibit that speakers have 

limited knowledge of either language and have to code-switch (Valdeavilla, 

2018). Hence, the researchers ventured on this study adopting her instrument but 

with focus on coño language as a growingly used sociolect especially among 

young millennials.  

 

Research Questions 

This study aimed to gauge the practice of the students towards coño 

language and coño language users on the stance of students.  

Specifically, the following questions are sought to be uncovered: 

1. What is the profile of the students as to: 

a. Sex 

b. Language preference in English class 

c. Language use in English class 
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2. What is the performance of students in English? 

3. What are the practices of the students in coño language? 

4. What are the reasons of use of coño language? 

5. Is there a significant relationship on the students’ performance and their 

profile, and practice in coño language? 

 

 

II. METHODOLOGY 

 

This research is a quantitative design employing descriptive-correlational 

research design. Descriptive was used as the study determine profile of students 

as to sex, language preference andd language use with classmates and teachers 

in ESL classrooms. Correlational on the other hand was used as the study 

determined the practice of the students towards coño language. The BSED 

English and Science students of the College of Teacher Education served as the 

participants of the study. Formal consent was given to them informing them of 

their voluntary participation. Since, all volunteered and acquisced to become 

part of the study, Total Enumeration was used. Cagayan State University is the only 

public Higher Education Institution in the municipality of Aparri. Questionnaire was 

used as the main data gathering instrument. The instrument was adopted from 

the study of Valerio (2015) but were pre-modified.. The 4-point Likert scale type 

was used by the individual respondent to evaluate the given items. The 

questionnaire consists of two parts: (2) the questions on their practices towards 

cono language and their reasons for code switching. Informal interview was 

likewise conducted to elicit additional information.  

The 4-point Likert scale type of strongly agree, agree, disagree and strongly 

disagree was used.  To gauge the performance of the students in English, final 

grade in purposive communication was used. To ensure authenticity of the data, 

grades were obtained from the office of the Campus Registrar.  Frequency, 

Percentage, Means and standard deviations were used. The correlation was 

analyzed using Pearson Product Moment Correlation at 0.05 level of significance.  

 

 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

 

Profile of the Students 

 

Sex.  Table 1 shows the profile of the students in terms of sex. The table 

reveals that female as concretized by its frequency of 79 or 53.66 percent 

dominated the males with its frequency of 16 or 21.33 percent. The tabke 

indicates that teaching is indeed a female-dominated course.  

 

Table 1. Frequency and Percentage distribution of students in sex 
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Sex Frequency (n=75) Percentage 

Male 16 21.33 

Female 59 53.66 

 

 

Language preference of students in varied context.  Table 2 shows the 

language preference of students with their classmates and teachers in ESL 

classrooms. The table reveals that most of the students prefer to use Tagalog-

English language combinations when they converse, or discuss ideas with 

classmates and teachers as reckoned by its frequency of 29 and 38.7 percent. 

On the other hand, 47 or 62.7 percent of them also prefer to use in combination 

of English and Tagalog. This finding means that students of ESL classroom mostly 

prefer Taglish to be their medium in conversations to teachers and classmates. 

On interview, students reported that they are more comfortable when they 

intertwine tagalog in their english utterances. One factor related to their 

domminant language preference is social composure. Social Composure 

according to Maguddayao, R (2018)measures the degree to which one feels 

relaxed in social situations. Tension is one barrier to composure. This means the 

stuttering and stammering of a person when caught in the midst of a 

communication. 

 

Table 2. Language preference of students in varied context 

Language Preference Frequency Percentage 

With classmates 

English 18 24.0 

Tagalog 28 37.3 

Combination 29 38.7 

With Teachers 

English 2 2.67 

Tagalog 26 34.7 

Combination 47 62.7 

Language use of students.  As regards the language use of students in ESL 

classrooms, table 3 data shows that still students mix both Tagalog and nglish 

when they discourse with their classmates and friends. Such reveals the strong 

language use of Taglish in the academe as it is even perpetuated in actual ESL 

classes.  The table reveals that students use combination of English and Tagalog 

when they converse during ESL classes as concretized by the frequency and 

percentage of 49 or 56.3 for classmates and 50 or 66.7 percent with teachers. This 

finding indicates clearly that the students translate their preferred language in 

palpable practice. This is an alarming veracity however showing that even in 
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English classes, the language is not used religiously by students which is an 

influencing factor of their language competence in English. 

 

Table 3. Language use of students  

Language Preference Frequency Percentage 

With classmates 

English 0  

Tagalog 26 34.7 

Combination 49 65.3 

With Teachers 

English 8 10.7 

Tagalog 17 22.7 

Combination 50 66.7 

 

 

Performance of Students in English 

 

The performance of students in English is presented in Table 4. The table 

reveals that most of the students as prescribed by the frequency of 38 or 50.67 

percent perform very satisfactorily in Purposive Communication followed by 21 or 

28 percent who performed very satisfactory. Twelve or 16 percent of them 

obtained an outstanding performance while there were four or 5.33 percent who 

performed fairly in the said subject.  

 

Table 4. Performance of students in English 

Sex Frequency (n=75) Percentage 

Outstanding (90-above) 12 16 

Very Satisfactory (85-89) 38 50.67 

Satisfactory (80-84) 21 28 

Fair (75-79) 4 5.33 

 

While the numerical data might be small, this is still saddening to note since 

these students are the product of the first senior high school program to which 

important English subjects were learned leaving the subject ‘Purposive 

Communication’ as the lone general education subject in tertiary institutions.  

 

 

 Practice of Respondents toward Coño Language 

 

Apparent in table 5 is the practice of the ESL Students toward coño 

language. The students reportedly agreed that they believe coño language is 
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naturally accepted because it is a linguistic trend being practiced by everyone 

(3.17); converse with their friends using coño language in their casual 

conversations (2.90); during classroom discussion, coño language is already 

habitually used among students (2.87); speak using coño when they recite and 

react from time to time in English (2.77); Using coño during class discussion makes 

the learning of English lessons easier and faster (2.77); express my opinion and 

views confidently and accurately using coño language (2.77) and Coño 

speaking makes me active in English discussion (2.71. the overall weighted mean 

of 2.82 with the descriptive value of agree indicates that the students 

demonstrate positive practice in coño language as the language makes them 

participative in ESL lectures and discussions. This is supported by a finding in the 

study of Rosario (2018) which revealed that students find it more desirable to use 

code switching as believed that it makes a subject easier to understand and it is 

a means of strengthening their comprehension.  

 

Table 5.  Practice of Respondents toward Coño Language 

Statements WM DV 
1. I converse with my friends using Coño language during our 

casual conversation. 

2.90 Agree 

2. In my English subject, I speak using coño when I recite and 

react from time to time. 

2.77 Agree 

3. As a routine, my professor allows me to use coño language in 

my English class 

2.64 Agree 

4. During classroom discussion, coño language is already 

habitually used among students. 

2.87 Agree 

5. Using coño during class discussion makes the learning of English 

lessons easier and faster 

2.77 Agree 

6. I express my opinion and views confidently and accurately 

using coño language  

2.77 Agree 

7. Coño speaking makes me active in English discussion 2.71 Agree 

8. I believe coño language is naturally accepted because it is a 

linguistic trend being practiced by everyone.  

3.17 Agree 

Overall mean 2.82 Agree 

 

Reasons for Coño adoption 

 

Table 6 shows the reasons of the ESL students in engaging to coño 

adoption. The table reveals that topping the 10 reasons is not being highly 

competent and fluent in English (79) followed by fear for incidence of errors (71); 

In-exposure to English language (67); the school does not implement the "English 

- speaking" policy (64); and reduction of language anxiety (61). The finding 

indicates that the predominant reasons of the students to switch from English to 

Taglish (coño language) roots from their linguistic problems and language 

anxieties. Important to note however is the item, “my instructors, the models for 
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speaking English in the classroom also practice coño language) being the least 

reason for adoption accounting to 17 frequencies. Such indicates that teachers 

are not perpetuators of coño language as they practice the language that they 

teach.  

 

Table 6. Reason for Code Switching Among Respondents 

Reason Frequency Rank 

I am not highly competent and fluent in English 79 1 

Fear for incidence of errors 71 2 

I am not exposed to English language. I feel comfortable if I 

use the combination of Taglish 

67 3 

The school does not implement the "English - speaking" 

policy. 

64 4 

It reduces my language anxiety 61 5 

 I can express myself better if I use coño 60 6 

I have limited English vocabulary 51 7 

I am loyal to my mother tongue or to my dialect 36 8 

As sort of patriotism and nationalism, I prefer to use the 

Filipino language with the combination of English. 

20 9 

   

My instructors, the models for speaking English in the 

classroom, also practice coño language. 

17 10 

*multiple response set 

 

 

Relationship between the students’ performance in English and their profile and 

practice in coño language 

 

The study hypothesized that there is no significant relationship between the 

students’ performance in English and their profile and practice in coño language. 

Table 7 reveals that two (2) variables significantly relate to their performance. 

Thus, the null hypothesis is rejected.  

Language preference with classmates as reckoned by its correlation co-

efficient of 48.113 and the probability of 0.01 significantly relate to students 

practice in coño language.  This finding means that the more the taglish is 

preferred in classroom discourses with classmates to whom they spent most of 

their time with instead of their language teachers, the higher their performance 

in English. This is because more than teacher to teacher interaction, the 21st 

century education and the outcomes based education encourage teachers to 

develop and design activities that are learner-centered which most commonly 

come in forms of pairs, dyads and groups. On interviews with ESL teachers, it has 
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been disclosed that when their students communicate using Taglish, they let the 

students translate their answers in straight English.  

On the other hand, the higher the practice in coño language, the better 

the grade is as reckoned with the correlation coefficient of 0.214 and the 

probability of 0.02. This finding suggest that since language teachers goal for 

teaching english is the development of oral proficiency, at any level of 

attainment, they provide their students with  regular and frequent opportunities 

to use language freely, even if they sometimes make mistakes as a result. This is 

not to say that mistakes are unimportant, but rather that free expression is more 

important, and it is a great mistake to deprive students of this opportunity. Thus, 

the more the students are free in their language use through coño language, the 

better they perform in English.  

 

 

Table 7. Correlation test results between students’ english performance and 

practice 

Variables r-value Prob. Stat. Inference 

Sex 0.036 0.713 Not Sig. 

Language preference with 

classmates 
48.113 0.019 Significant 

Language preference with 

teachers 
21.880 0.858 Not Sig. 

Language Use with classmates 33.918 0.284 Not Sig. 

Language Use with teachers 29.113 0.512 Not Sig. 

 practice 0.214 0.027 Significant 

Tested at 0.05 level of significance 

 

 

 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 

 

In consideration of the foregoing findings, it is hereby concluded that most 

of the ESL students at Cagayan State University perform very satisfactorily in English 

exhibiting agreeable practice in coño language. Their predominant reason for 

coño language adoption is their incompetence and disfluency in English and fear 

of committing errors. Further the the more the students prefer Taglish, the better 

their English performance as teachers make translation an intervention to improve 

their language performance. Further, the more positive they are to coño 

language, the better they perform in English.  
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Recommendations 

 

In light to the following conclusion, the following are recommended: 

1. Students should work towards the improvement of their English 

performance. The design of English Only Policy may also help in reiterating 

authentic use of English in ESL classroom. 

2.  Language teachers should work on improving students’ motivation in 

learning English encourage the students to improve their performance in 

the language.  

3. Teachers should consider the use of coño language of their students in ESL 

classes as long as interventions through translation be provided to improve 

their exposure to English language.  

4. A qualitative study employing observation may be cnducted in 

documenting coño practices in ESL classes to determine themes and 

patterns of use for future study. 

5. The study should be replicated to different setting to confirm its present 

findings.  
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